
pi^JE LETTER BO/ES f\ <?URSE.
<?l?itfly by tye l/ieious ar?d
Immoral to partner [Ne¬

farious Sef?e/r)es.
An Aid to Bunco and Green

Goods Men in Their
Search for Victims.

A Medium Through Which the
¦Innocent Are LecJ to Well-

Baited Traps.
War on the Pigson Holes in Various

Stores About Town Begun by
Anthony Cotmstock.

INVESTIGATIONS BY THE JOURNAL.

Documentary Proof That Vice of Every
Description Is Propagated by the

Boxes.An Effort to Bring
Them Under the Law.

A war is to be commenced gainst the

private letter boxes that are found in drug
IkroujUont the elyr.I £ ebtegby Anthony Comstoci.,

th tSociety 'or tlie Suppression o*. \ ice, tna

these boxes help criminals to conduct their
business under aliases, that they ate

#trumental in the propagation of all so its

of Immorality and vice, and that thro g^their medium, in combination with so

tailed "pergonal" advertisements i» some

c* <Ue daily newspapers, a pernicious traffic
"i continually being carried on

Mr. Comstock has expressed his determ¬
ination to fight for the abolition or at least
the State control of these Prtvate ietter
boxes, but as yet he has not obtalned sum-
cient evidence for their wholesale indict¬ment A representative #f the Sunday

/ Journal recently conducted investigations
on a large and sweeping scale, which go
far to prove that Mr. Comstock is justi¬
fied In his statement that private letter
boxes are exercising a pernicious efr«ct-
Ample evidence has been obtained that

rogues and crd&£s are renters of boxes and
use them to further their nefarious pur¬
suits The number of these letter boxes
now' rented, without question or reference,
to anybody who chooses to apply for them
in manv eases to minors, is remarkable. It
has been found that there are over .'.,000
stores making a regular business of renting
private letter boxes at a small sum per
month.
"That criminals use private letter boxes

Is as certain as that they have aliases,"
said- Comstoek.

4 common tHn; one to say to
(a Day 00 ce, No. so and so,

.ue.' Thjs office is a cigar store
vetoes© boxes are rented. Plans of houses
marked for looting are transmitted in this
war. Secrets with regard to the victims
<,f bunco m»n and crooKSt are in the letters
ihat go to private boxes and schemes of all
sorts are hatched by mail.
..Perhaps a greater abomination than tnat

of the use of boxes by thieves is their use
by green goods men. They not only re¬
ceive their mail there, but telegrams as
well It is a safer and more convenientplan' than using a vacant lot as an ad¬
dress, and having a ms>.n on guard to re¬
ceive communications. By haviug a dozen
or a score of letter boxes the green goods
men are equipped for doing an extensive
business. It Is difficult to catch them, be¬
cause no information can be obtained from
the proprietors <>f the letter boxes. 1 hey
d6 not know the corrvct names of their
patrons, and they refuse to give a descrip¬
tion of them or aid Uj any way in the!?
Identification. The payment of Ptty
or seventy-five cents a month, as rent ior
one of these pigeon holes, lets a man into
a close corporation where secrets are guard¬
ed as amongst a bantl of conspirators.\ "There is no doubt, too. that procuresses

the boxes to rea ?h their victims and
ade the law. Many a young life has been
ecked by the secret meetings arranged{correspondence between drug and cigar
¦res. If the content, of letters that pour
;o these places cov/id be made public theyibid reveal a shocking state of things.
"The plan I w^uld suggest to remedy the

evil would be to require that proprietors>f letter boxes should obtain the correct
atr.rs 23u residences of their patrons and

keep the information where It could be ob¬
tained by the authorities. Then let there
be a law passed making the proprietors of
the places equally responsible if it is found
that the mall boxes are used for such corre¬
spondence as is not permitted by the United
States Post Office Department. The tent¬
ing of boxes should be surrounded with the
¦itune safeguards as the renting of boxes at
(he post office, tt is necessary there for an
applicant to .trive his place of business and
two references. If there are any suspicions
the references are looked tip and investiga¬
tions made.

, ..'On the face of it a private letter box in a
little store is in the nature of a fence for
thieves, and to regulate the business, if not
suppress it, is the duty of the State
Twenty-five private letter boxes ,werc

rented last week in various parts of the
city.
They were taken in the following places:

0tgar store of O. Herzog, No. 40 Sixth ave¬
nue; cigar and stationery store of O. Dam-
mann. No. 22 Greenwich avenue, near
Tenth street; umbrella store of A. G.
Rpencw, No. 276 Sixth avenue; book store
of Philip Maguire. No. 142 West Twenty-
third street; eigsfr store of L. Richters, No.
139 Sixth avenue: cigar store. No. 442
Eighth avenue; the International Phar¬
macy, Nos. 460 and 462 Sixth avenue; of¬
fice of l>v. M. T. J. Crowley, No. 304 Sev¬
enth avenue; drug store of M. Stein, No.
446 Sixth avenue: store of F. B. Schultz,
No 37:: Klghth avenue: cigar store of Mar¬
tin Labe. West Twenty-third street and
Seventh avenue; cigar store of M. Knapp.
\o 36 Church street: advertising office ofVV." H. Fordham. No. 152 Sixth avenue:
-ignr store of I.ovely Bros., No. 6o AN est
Fourteenth Street: cigar store of P.
Kchmidi No. 195 Sixth avenue: cigar store,\f Noah'& Lumrisot.. No. 4<tt Eighth ave¬
nue; drug store of I* .Toannes & Co.. No.
r.y> sixth avenue: book store of JosephVan \o. l-!7 Sixth avenue; cigar and sta-
tlonorv store of H.. Meyer. No. 109 West
"lVvMi"street; drug store of Herzfeld Broth-' "v0 iiiil Seventh avenue: drug store of
ItVer* &"'Eerrian. No. 412 Sixth avenue, and

found that the average rents were
from 5f» cents to a dollar a month, and
such Dls . es as had locker boxes charged a
deposit of 2.". cents fotthe key. These werechiefly in higher class drug stores a ongMixth and Eighth avenues. When applica¬
tion was made, in mi Instance w as any ques¬
tion asked as to the authenticity of the
name given. Many proprietors did not re-
nuire a name at all. A card was furnished
the APfHKant. upon the mere production of
¦vvhlch he was entitled to receive mall ar¬
riving to initials only.

It was ascertained 'that some of these
stores had as many as 200 boxes, all rented,
producing an income, of aj least $100 a
month m some institutes more than the
legitimate ewrninsc* of the store itself. The
Incentive of such proprietors to stand in
wl h crooks and thieves can therefore read-
11 v he seen. It was also found that a boy
of- fourteen- could ent^r one of these stores
and become the ffcttW'df a letter box.
Some of the tough men who run these

(ft boxes leered expressively and
winked knowingly when large bundles of
nt&n of sin obviously suspicious nature
svere applied for by the investigator.
As sood as the boxes had been secured a

variety of "Personal" advertisements of
the usual character were inserted in the
newspapers. The first of these read as fol¬
lows:
PRETTY young French lady in the city wishes

to meet exclusive gentleman of means; object,
matrimony. MARION, box 1, 110 West 10th st.
The address of the box here given is a

little cigar store opposite the Jefferson Mar¬
ket. Within twenty-four hours of the ap¬
pearance of the advertisement more than
one hundred replies had been received.
Many of these were of a disgusting nature.
Over 10 per cent of the writers undoubtedly
laid themselves open to prosecution for vio¬
lating the laws controlling the United
States mails.
In only one isolated instance were the

words "object, matrimony" taken seriously.
All but half a dozen of these letters ema¬
nated from men giving as their addresses
private letter boxes. Two or three com-
munications came from disreputable places,
suggesting that the fictitious French girl
should pay them an immediate visit.
Old men and boys alike expressed the

same anxiety to obtain the address of Mile.
Marion. Many enclosed stamped and di¬
rected envelopes. One Lothario wrote:
"Will you permit an American gentleman,
fifty years of age, to call on you?"
A certain book store in a downtown street

keeps a standing advertisement of private
letter boxes. There were no less than
five letters dated from this place. One of
its patrons wrote: "I am a professional
man in high standing and ability." An¬
other wrote: "You need have no fear in

ner in a low East Side saloon on Houston
street, yet according to liis correspondence
be "had planned an unfallable undertaking
which will yield one million dollars." His
letter continued: "1 am willing to share a
hiilf for anybody furnishing one thousand!
dollars cash."
When the gentleman was seen, surround¬

ed by a few of his pals, whom he Intro¬
duced as his partners, be was disinclined to
give any details of his wonderful money-
making affair. He would give his "word
of honor," however, that If the visitor
would hand him a thousand dollars cash,
or even a small part of it, be should be a
rick man within a month. Whou the fas¬
cinating prospect didn't make the expected
impression upon the supposed greenhorn,
the partners took a hand in the game, and
seemed Inclined to pugillstically protect
their friend's reputation as a man of his
word. The investigator found it wise to
make a hasty exit from the headquarters
of the mnn who could turn a thousand
into a million within a few days. Upon
the letter paper of the Hotel Metropole,
Broadway, was written a letter In the fol¬
lowing terms:
Referring to ad, would you bo willing to In¬

vest S700 to $1J)00 In an enterprise while not
fully legitimate In which there fire no chances?
Can make at the very least $13,CfOO in thirty
days. Can give no particulars except at inter¬
view. I would have to have some assurance
that you are a sincere man and out for the
money. ,

The writer gave an address at Stevens's
hotel, No. 50-Broadway. He was seen there
by appointment. A handsome young fellow,
with all the swagger of the swell mob in his
manners. His iirst words were: "Have
you got the money with you." When an¬
swered in the negative he declined to give
any particulars of his scheme to a man who
couldn't at least show that he was sub¬
stantially worthy of his confidence. He
exhibited a big roll of bills himself and
said that no man could go in with him who
couldn't first show that he had the "stuff."
He said significantly, however, "any fool
could make money: the proper caper Is to
get it ready made." In spite of the allur¬
ing prospects it was not considered neces-

addresa at No. 40 Sixth avenue. taking the
additional care to write "The above caunot
be seen at this address; only communicated
with," was met at a point on the Bowery.
Prom his actions there can be no possible
doubt that he is in the green goods busi¬
ness. Early in the Interview he seemed to
get a scare, and simultaneously retired
within himself and the portals of a live-
cent liquor saloon.
The publication of this advertisement

also proved that the hawks who forage for
their living on the race tracks, and are

always on the lookout for pigeons to pluck,
so they may gratify their ^porting tenden¬
cies, own private letter boxes and are on
the alert for similar advertisements. Many
schemes for money making by backing
horses on svstems were sent to Box 19.
R. G. Williams, of No. 253 West One Hun¬
dred and Twenty-third street, claimed to
be a cousin of a successful jockey, and to
be in receipt of Information on the New
Orleans races "that would win no end of
money, providing it was played heavily
and as I direct."
Several circulars were sent Intimating

Where speculation on horse racing could be
safely and secretly carried out In this city.
From the tone of the letters received it

was evident that no one believed the ad¬
vertisement was inserted in good faith.
Cranks and crooks alone deigned to notice
it.
That young girls of a certain class are

renters of letter boxes was proved by the
replies received to the following:
AN artist needs pretty models of all nation¬

alities; liberal reward for services. Send par¬
ticulars and photos to A. I. R., box 2, 139 8tb
ave., city.
In two or three instances evidently re¬

fined women, constrained to earn their live¬
lihood, made application to pose in dra¬
peries or for head studies. These were

dated from their own addresses, but quite
a number who minutely described their per¬
sonal charms and more or less vulgarly
stated that they had no objection to the
"altogether," wrote exclusively from pri¬
vate letter boxc-e.
Another advertisement read:
DON'T throw away your pawn tickets; I will

buy tbein if you can't redeem your pledges. J.
M., box 13, 40 6th ave.

Replies to this came from all classes of
society. Some were honest and even
pathetic, but by far the majority evidently
emanated from crooks. This became evi-

PRIVATE LETTER BOXES SHOULD BE UNDER LEGAL SUPERVISION.
" 1 hat criminals use private letter boxes Is as certain as that they have aliases. Thieves, green goods men. procuresses, swindlers and all manner of evildoers find in them

way to cloak their wickedness.".ANTHONY COMSTOCK.

giving me your address, as I am too much
of a gentleman to betray a lady's confi¬
dence, firmly believing in the adage that
what people don't know don't hurt them."
If it is possible to imagine a young and

respectable stranger in New York inserting
in good faith an advertisement calculated
to bring her the otherwise unobtainable
introduction to a possible husband, it is
terrible to think of the horror she must
experience at the receipt of such letters
as were 6ent to Marion. But for the cover
of private letter boxes and false names the
wretches who wrote them would never
dare submit them to the mail.
With the object of testing Mr. Com-

stock's theory that crooks use private let¬
ter b«xes, the following advertisement
was inserted:
HAVE $1,000; willing to invest in any scheme

where it can be doubled or trebled rapidly.
Speculator, care R. 8., fcox 36, 152 6th ave.
This was productive of the most quaint

and curious ideas, the most glaring
swindling schemes, and two or three obvi¬
ous, though indirect, suggestions of the
green gooas business.
Among the least suspicious of the batch

was an offer to put on the market "the
original lotion used by the brilliant Em¬
press Eugenie which made her beauty
world renowned," a chance to back the
production of an Irish comic opera, an op¬
portunity to introduce a new pianist, sev¬
eral offers of shares in advertising schemes,
patent medicines, plans for partnership
in a detective agency and numerous offers
of shares in gold and-other mines.
By far the majority of the correspond¬

ents refused to divulge their schemes ex-
sept at personal interviews. Many of them
were seen, and all bore the brand of crook
written plainly on the forehead. One
man who dated' from a letter box at No. 26
Third street, and signing hinjself F. W. K.,
Lhad to be met in the most mysterious man-

sary to keep the second appointment that
he made, wh'en the collateral was to be pro¬
duced.
Another test advertisement which drew

a crowd of answers, mostly from cranks,
ran as follows:
ANYBODY havihg brains and needing money

may find liberal backing by sending their scheme
in confidence to A. It., box 19, 460 6th are.,
city.
Within the limits of a post card one en¬

terprising gentleman contrived to display
the ebullitions of his brain as follows:

560 East 141st Street, New York.
I am agent for ten consolidated gold mines

in Idaho, first class, which has issued A1 shares
of Stock. Will soil at 12^ cents per share un¬
til a rise. Splendid opening for investment.
Full lata and information. I want banker to
help me advertise it and employ agents. I am

paii' 50 per cent commission, which I will share
wifa my backer. A chance in a lifetime.
H&.'e one million shares.

j.m an old rial estate broker and promoter
a"id need backing in numerous enterprises that
vill pay largely.
Also backer to pay for options so that I can

iuy first-class real estate bargains. Also to
aid me in building houses and cottages.
Also to cover- in good- notes and jcood second

mortgages, etc., and chattel mortgages. Also
to back me in enterprises as they come to tie.
Also buy out eBtatyished new magnetic un¬

equalled watch company.
Also have a new system of loaning on chattel

mortgage by sight drafts. Want backing in
money to buy splendid millinery and notion
store at great bargain.
Other schemes \ .

Always truly yours,
Bargains! II. O. JOHNSON.
One man wrote laconically, "Where can

I see you? Bjg thing. Head full of brains,
but no money."
He signed his name Edward Day, and

dated from the office of Truth.
Another, who sent as usual a letter box

dent upon investigation Dy reason of the
fact that certain writers who lived in
squalor had most valuable property In
pawn. One typical East Side tough offered
for a few dollars nearly $200 worth of
tickets for diamonds and jewelry. The
places where this was pawned were spread
all over the city from Harlem to the Bat¬
tery. He owned a letter box. Many cor¬
respondents wrote merely requesting inter¬
views, and not stating the extent or
nature of the property taey had "n pawn.
The appearance of the investigator proba¬
bly scared the gentlemen. He did not
make up well for a fence, and they fought
shy of entering into details. One man wrote,
from his private letter box, box 10, No.
342 Lenox avenue, that he had a large
quantity of valuable jewelry to dispose of,
as he preferred that method to pawning it.
The letter was misspelled and badly writ¬
ten. and conveyed more the idea of the
thief than the impecunious gentleman. This
individual failed to keep an appointment of
his own making. He was probably warned
off by a pal.
A woman who gave her own address, and

was therefore probably honest, but illit¬
erate, wrote as follows:

Wansday, Dear Sear: I seor your ad in ls?t
Wigs paper and tho<l I wood Eaiicer. I liaf a

ticked iu pawn for $50. and it is a ring and I
doud think I can get it out wea Run in hard
luck, it la In sins November 14th, one month,
and they haf if yon think you Wando take a

luck ad it you can let me Now By poatle card or
any day from A. M. 12 to 2 P. M. and 5 to 8
P. M. too.
That letter boxes are used by the im¬

moral of both sexes for making appoint¬
ments was amply proved on Friday last, as
an outcome of the advertisement Signed
"Marloil." About fifty of the men who had
written the supposed French girl iyed
noteB In the private letter boxes to the fol¬
lowing effect i

hotel and penned a telegram, doubtless to
the faithless Marion.

In pursuance of his Investigations in the
matter of personal advertisements of the
"object matrimony" order, the Journal rep¬
resentative also replied to two which ap¬
peared on January I), as follows:
A pretty, refined girl (18), good figure, desires

acquaintance wealthy gentleman; object, mat¬
rimony. Marguerite, 263 Herald.
A prepossessing miss, 18, wishes to meet el¬

derly gentleman of neans; object, matrimony.
Blonde, 167 Herald.
Replies were promptly received. The

first, from "Marguerite," read as follows:
119 West Fortieth Street.

Dear Sir: 1 am a young girl (18), living alone
in my Hat, and I shall bo very pleased to have
you call at your earliest convenience. Bring
this lettor with you as an introduction. /

MISS M. WATERS.
A visit was paid the advertiser, and after

the colored maid had invited the caller in
without any scruple or ceremony, he was
received by a petite little brunette, and
was not left one moment In doubt as to
the meaning of the words, "object, matri¬
mony."

. The advertiser signing herself "Blonde"
wrote:

New York City, Jan. 12, 1896.
No. 38 West Sixty-fifth Street.

Dear Sir: Your letter received, and in reply
would be pleased to have you call-*to above
address not later than 9:45 p. m. I trust the
acquaintance thus commenced will ripen into a
true and lasting friendship. I am alone and a
stranger in Ne.v York. I have light curly liair
and fair complexion. Hastily, BLONDE.
Miss Lester, care of Benners.
Here the visitor was received with even

less ceremony by a voluptuous young wo¬
man who wore nothing but a loose silk
wrapper as she herself bolmy admitted the
supposed seeker for a wife to her elegant
flat.

and a receiving Instrument had been put
up in the hall and connected with the
wires of the Indo-European Telegraph Com¬
pany. This line crossed the Channel by
cable to Germany, and then by land lines
ran over Germany, South Russia, Caucasus,
Armenia and Persia, to Teheran. At Te¬
heran the wire was joined to a Second
line of the company, returning to Loudon
by the same route. The lines were cleared
for the experiment, and at a given signal
the key of the sender was pressed by the
Prince of Wales. The instant that the
button of the instrument, was touched,
click went the receiver. The current had
been to Persia and back.

Lnxnrl6u8 Appliances of Royalty.
Grand Duke Paul of Russia is so tall

that 110 hotel bed is long enough for his
comfort, and he has one built in sections,
which he carries in his luggage every¬
where, and which ds put up by a special
mechanic, under the superintendence of the
royal valet, wherever the Grand Duke goes.
The Empress of Austria and many other
great ladles carry their own beds and bed
linen, blankets and quilts, and always a
mackintosh sheet to spread^over the mat¬
tress to guard against dampness from lack
of sufficient airing in transit from place to
place.

Olney All Right.
[Boston Gazette.]

Richard Olney would not rattle around in the
White House if he were sent there; but It is
a long time since there was a President from
Massachusetts, and there is no probability that
the Old 1 lay State will have a representative
in the chief executive chair of the United States
at present. Mr. Olney would, 110 doubt, like to
be President, but he would rather be right than
fill that important office.

f^u/ YOF^ Q5Y lE^DS Ijtf SUICIDES.
All right. Meet me outside Eden Musee to¬

morrow at 4 o'clock exac-:. MARION.
Wear flower and silk hit, so will know yon.

I am in black dress.
At ten minutes to 4 last Friday there

was not a buttonhole flower to be seen on
Twenty-third street. Five minutes later
a crowd of leisurely gentlemen of all ages
strolled down from east and west, and as
the clock immediately Jn front of the mu¬
seum approached the hour the extraordi¬
nary sight was witnessed of more than a
score of silk-tiled Adocises darting across
the road to the, musetm entrance. They
all had flowers in their coats. In a moment
it dawned upon them that they had not an
exclusive appointment with Miss Maribn.
They looked savagely at each other. Some
of the younger ones even blushed. One
white-haired old gentleman, who must have
been nearly seventy, pulled the flower from
his buttonhole and stamped on it. He
seemed doubtful for a moment if he
wouldn't treat his silk hat the same, but
he walked rapidly toward Sixth aveniie
and disappeared. Two or three minutes
after the suspicious crowd had dispersed
a tall, elegantly groomed man, with fault¬
less hat and a bunch of Parma violets in
his long Prince Albert coat, sauntered up
the museum steps and stood there for up¬
ward of half an hour, eagerly scanning
all the female passers-by in black. At ten
minutes past 4 a bucolic old gentleman in
a curly rimmed hat and with a big red
carnation in his fur-collared military
braided coat, bustled tip out of breath. He
tore his coat open, pulled out his watch
and strode up and down the steps in a fever
of despair that he liad arrived too late.
Then he rushed inside and made some in¬
quiry of the doorkeeper, only to issue the
next minute fuming and gasping for breath
more than ever.

These two stood side by side for a long
while before suspicion seemed to enter
their minds. Then the young man strolled
away a little, but soon returned, which
was* the cue for the old Lothario to pace
the sidewalk vigorously. At length, thor¬
oughly tired out, he entered an adjacent

5tatistie5 5l?at Sfyou/ a 5l?oeKii?$
li?ereas<? ii> tl?<? [dumber of

5®lf (T\urder$.
While the police are purifying New York

streets of the social evil, it is being fos¬
tered aiul propagated in our midst by
means of private letter boxes and personal
advertisements.
Acting Captain O'Brien, of the Detective

Bureau, was recently seen on the subject
of Mr. Comstock's crusade against private
letter boxes, and expressed himself as being
incredulous as to their alleged abuse or

that they were a pernicious factor in the
city.
"It does not appear by our records," he

said, "that thieves are in the habit of
using private letter boxes. It seems to
me that they would find the general de¬
livery window In the Post Office more suit¬
ed to tlieir purposes. Perhaps the greatest
objection to private letter boxes is that
they are often rented to minors, and thus
may be a means, of propagating immoral¬
ity. I think a law to prohibit this practice
would probably be a good thing."
The Quickest Teleftrum on Record.
There has been a great deal said during

the last few days about the telegraphic
service to the Cape, and about the possi¬
bility of a message reaching Dr. Jameson.
In a very interesting artiele In the Janu¬
ary Windsor Magazine particulars are given
of the "quickest telegram on record." Some
years ago, at a telegraphic soiree in the
Albert Hall, a feature of the evening's
proceedings was the sending of a message
to Teheran, in Persia, and back. A sending

Four Hundred and Fifty-eight
People Took Their Lives

Here Last Year,

Sixty Per Cent of Those Who
Were Weary of Existence

Were Germans.

A Ghastly Record Not Equalled by
Any City in the

World.

CENTRAL PARK'S GRIM SHOWING.
?

Within the Last Three Years Over On«
Hundred People Have Sought

Death Within Its
Borders.

A greater number of suicides was com*
mltted In New York City last year than in
any other city Id the world. The list of
suicides for the year comprises 458 victims,
taken from all walks of life, and varying in
age from children of less than fifteen years
to men and women nearly ninety years old.
This list is the largest on record in this city,
although the percentage of suicides to the
entire population is lower than on some pre¬
vious years.
Nearly every walk and cozy nook in Cen¬

tral Park has at one time or another been
the scene of some suicide. A grim record of
these events is kept at the Arsenal. It
shows that over one hundred suicides have
been committed in the Park during the past
three years. At certain seasons of the year
there is an average of more than one sui-
c'de a day within the Park limits. Few
suicides are committed out of doors in cold
weather.
Curious as it may seem, there are certain

parts of Central Park which seem to espe¬cially attract these victims of a suicidal
mania. The most popular section during the
past year has been the network of wind¬
ing walks known as the Ramble. This is
one of the most beautiful parts of the Park,
as every one knows, and lie$ in the centre,
opposite Seventieth street. It has an air
of seclusion about it, and the walks twine
in and out among the rocks and trees,
abounding in hidden nooks which seem to
exert some subtle attraction upon those
bent on self-destruction.
The other point most frequented is known

as Suicide slip. This walk extends out into
the river from the foot of Canal street.
A detailed record of the suicides Is kept

by the Coroner. This record goes into
minute details of the affairs. In addition to
this, however, is a record kept by the Bu¬
reau of Vital Statistics.
The statistics show that the four hun¬

dred and filty-eight suicides in New York
during 1895 selected some twenty-two dif¬
ferent moans of killing themselves. The
four methods most' in favor were killing
by cuts and stabs, by drowning, from gun
and pistol shot wounds, and from poison¬
ing. Fully three-fourths of all the sui¬
cides committed may be classified under
these four heads. Death from poisoning
and from sun and pistol shot wounds head
the list. The other means of self-destruc¬
tion employed include illuminating gas,
the fumes of charcoal, sulphur and similar
poisons, besides opium and morphine.
Many more have sought death by throw¬
ing themselves before "L" trains, by leap¬
ing from high buildings, leaping from
moving railroad trains, butting the head
against the wall, and strangulation.

Statistics show that over 00 per cent
of all the suicides in New York have been
committed by Germans.
Experts in such matters account for this

by saying that the Germans are so much
attached to their native land, and suffer
such homesickness in New York, that it
amounts to suicidal mania. The record of
the motives for committing suicide is very
hard to keep. In most cases there seems
to be absolutely no sufficient reason, and
the word "melancholy" is set down.
Germans always plan their deaths very

calmly. They usually select their homes
for the scene of the tragedy. It is very
different, however, with Americans, whose
suicide generally seems to be a matter-of
blind impulse, which is carried out on die
spur of the moment.

The Canonization of Bismarck.
In Europe the "Devil's Advocate" would

most likely have a good deal to say were

It proposed to canonize the Iron Chan¬
cellor. In Brazil, however, according to
a report of the Spanish missionaries, Bis¬
marck, to the native mind, is just the man
for a saint. In addition to Imparting relig¬
ious Instruction, the missionaries, in all
evil moment, conceived It to be their duty
to give their converts some idea of the
civilization and organization of European
nations. One day the German Empire and
Prince Bismarck's life were touched upon.
Immediately the native mind became pos¬
sessed with the utmost enthusiasm for tha
great man, and, with one acoord, It was

decided to include him among the number
of their saints. A native artist was com¬
missioned to execute his portrait, and this
example of religious art was secretly hung
up in the mission chapel. On discovering
the unfortunate issue of their teaching,
the missionaries remonstrated sternly, but
to little purpose, for It appears that the
natives still insist upon adoring Saint Bis¬
marck with the utmost fervor.

Wonderful Clock.
[Ram's Horn.]

Machinery, a monthly journal published at Jo¬
hannesburg, South Africa, gives an account of
a most remarkable clock belonging to a Hindu
prince, which the editor thinks the strangest
piece of machinery In India. Near the dial of
an ordinary looking clock is a large goag bung
on poles, "while underneath, scattered on the
ground, is a pile of artificial human skulls,
ribs, legs and arms, the whole number of bones
in twelve human skeletons. When the hands
of the clock indicate the hour of one, the num¬

ber of bon'es needed to form a complete human
skeleton come together with a snap; by some

mechanical contrivance the skeleton springs up,
seizes a mallet, and walking up to the gong,
strikes it one blow. This finished it returns to
the pile and again falls to pieces-i When two
o'clock, two skeletons get up and strike, while
at the hours of noon and midnight, the entire
heap springs up in the shape of twelve skele¬
tons, and strikes each, one after the other, a

blow on the gong, and then full to pieces, as

before.

A Real Romance.

[Philadelphia Evening Telegraph.]
Fifty years ago W. S. M. Sorrel saw the pic¬

ture of an unknown young woman, and made a

vow that he would marry her or nobody. Years
passed without his being able to discover the
original of the picture, but he kept his vow.

He went to Golden, Col., and became wealthy,
and three years ago he accidentally discovered
that the lady was Mrs. Acken, of St. Augustine,
Fla., and that her husband was living. Soon
afterward, however, her husband left her, and
she got a divorce from him a fe\> days ago.
Almost Immediately afterward she wa3 married
to the mun who has been loving her all these
fifty years. He is seventy-eight; she is seventy-
four.

Tlie Old Monitors.
[Boston Journal.]

If 520,00(1 apiece can make the old monitors
available for coast defence, the money, by all
means, ought to be forthcoming. There are

thirteen of these war-scarred relics. Eight or

ten of them could probably be put in service¬
able condition for a smaller expenditure than
the cost of a single new, light, unarmored
gunboat.


